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APPENDIX B

Safeguarding Adults Annual Report – England, 2015-16
Somerset Comparator Report

Key Messages - Somerset:

 102,970 individuals with enquiries under Section 42 of the Care Act.  Of these, 60% were females 
and 63% of individuals at risk were aged 65 or over.  This is similar to Somerset, in that 60% of 
enquiries related to females and 61% involved people aged 65+.

 For enquiries which concluded during the year, the most common type of risk was neglect and acts 
of omission (34%), followed by physical abuse (26%) In Somerset, physical abuse accounted for the 
most common risk type (27%), followed by psychological abuse (24%) and neglect and acts of 
omission (22%)

 The location of risk in concluded enquiries was most frequently the home of the adult at risk (43%) 
or in a care home (36%).  This is true also of our area, although in Somerset, the person’s own 
home accounted for 54% of locations of risk, 32% in care homes.

 People known to the individual, but not in a social care professional capacity, were the most 
common source of risk nationally, accounting for 51% of concluded enquiries. In Somerset, this 
figure is significantly higher, at 87%, indicating the importance of raising awareness of recognising 
and responding safeguarding concerns across the general public

 No further action was taken other than the safeguarding enquiry for a quarter of enquiries 
nationally.  For cases where further action was taken, the risk was reduced for 47% of enquiries.  For 
the remaining cases where further action was taken, the risk was completely removed in 20% of 
cases.  The proportion of enquiries where the risk remained was 8%. In Somerset, no action was 
taken in just 2% of cases.  Where further action was taken, the risk was reduced for 60% of 
enquiries and completely removed in 23% of cases.  The proportion of enquiries where the risk 
remained was 15%

 62% of individuals lacking capacity were supported by an advocate, family or friends. Somerset 
compares poorly to the national average and comparator group average (50%), with 24% of 
individuals lacking capacity supported by an advocate.

National report available via: http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21917

http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21917
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1) Section 42 Enquiry Rates 
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2) Section 42 Enquiry Rates by gender



4

3) Section 42 Enquiry Rates by Ethnicity
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4) Section 42 Enquiry Rates by Age Group
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5) Risk Type
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6) Location of Risk
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7) Source of Risk
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8) Action and Risk
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Risk Removed/Reduced 
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No Action Taken
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9) Mental Capacity


